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WEEKEND ACTIVITY # 1

God’s Love Breaks Barriers
to End Hunger

In the following days, you’ll learn about
how God has changed the stories of
people in the world with the help of
World Renew. You’ll meet courageous
and brave people who have taken steps
to break barriers to end hunger in their
homes and communities.

Why not make a poster so that you
can remember to pray for them daily?
Here’s how you can do it. Ask your
parents to buy a white poster board
and a red poster board. Cut out 13
hearts from the red poster board. Each
day after you read one of the devotions

from Day 2 through Day 14, write on
one of the heart-shaped cut outs the
name(s) of the person\people whose
lives have been changed. Glue it to

the white poster board. Put the poster
board in a prominent place in your
kitchen so that, when you share your
family meal and read the devotions, you
can continue to remember the people
in prayer each day.

Soon, you’ll have a collage of hearts,
reminding you of God'’s love at work
through World Renew in these people’s
lives.



DAY 1

Changing the Story:
Breaking Barriers to End Hunger

And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches
of his glory in Christ Jesus. (PHILIPPIANS 4:19)

Have you ever become stuck in muck?
Have you been unable to climb a wall
or cross a rushing river? Have you ever
searched for vegetables in a weed-
filled field?

Muck, walls, water, and weeds — all
can be barriers to keep you from getting
where you want to go and doing what
you want to do.

Now, imagine that your parents or
another adult helped you walk through
the muck, climb the wall, cross the creek,
and find the vegetables. That would
change your experience, wouldn’t it?

Long ago, God made a perfect
world. No barriers existed in the Garden
of Eden. But Adam and Eve sinned.
Their sin built a barrier between God
and them.

Was it an impossible barrier to get
over, under, or through? Who could
help them?

God did! His love destroyed that
barrier. God sent Jesus into the world to
be our Saviour. Through Jesus’ riches,
God meets all people’s needs and is
making all things new.

Today, people still face barriers to
health and happiness. Maybe you’re
struggling to understand math, or you’re
sad because your dog died, or you feel
lonely because your friend moved away.

In many countries, children and their
families face other kinds of barriers such
as poverty and hunger. These barriers
make it hard for them to be healthy,
receive an education, and be filled with
hope for the future.

During the next few weeks, we’ll learn
about how people’s stories are changing
as they work with World Renew to
break barriers to end hunger. They are
learning ways to keep their soil healthy,
grow enough food to eat and sell, earn
enough money to send their children to
school, and obtain ownership of their
land. What’s more, as they do this hard
work to end hunger, they experience
God’s love and joy in new ways!

At your church, you may have
received a Peter Fish bank. You can use
it to save your money to help others.

If you didn’t receive a fish bank, you
can decorate a recycled can or other
container to save your gift-money.
Thanks for sharing and caring!

PRAYER

Dear God, no barrier is too great for you!
You can end poverty and hunger, too. We
praise you! In Jesus’ name, amen.
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GIVING SUGGESTION

There are many kinds of barriers. A
locked door is one. How many doors in
your home can be locked? Find these
doors that lock (you may want a parent
or family member to help you — and
make sure you don’t accidentally lock
someone in or outl). Put 25 cents into
your bank for each door that locks. Then
talk to a parent or family member about
ways in which God has helped you break
barriers and find joy.



DAY 2

A Path Through the Sea

Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this:
to look after orphans and widows in their distress and
to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. ames 1:27)

Have you ever been happy about
something, but then suddenly become
afraid? Maybe you were playing in a
park, but unexpectedly you heard a
clap of thunder and were scared. Maybe
you were playing hide-and-seek, but

all of a sudden someone jumped out
from behind you and frightened you. Or
maybe you were enjoying learning how
to ride a bike, when you lost control and
fell. Sometimes happiness can quickly
turn to fear!

When Moses led the Israelites out of
Egypt, they were joyful. Finally, Pharaoh
had let them go!

But their joy turned to terror when
they came to the Red Sea and realized
that Pharoah’s army was chasing them.
Their fear made them blind to God’s
power to save and break down barriers.
They began to complain to Moses.

Moses answered, “Do not be
afraid. Stand firm and you will see the
deliverance the Lord will bring you
today.” (Exodus 14:13a).

The Lord delivered the people! He
caused a wind to blow which drove a
path through the sea and turned it into
dry land. The waters were divided, two
walls held in place by God’s hand.

In Mozambique, there was a time of
happiness when people had enough to
eat. But happiness turned to fear when
there was no longer enough food for
everyone. People became afraid that
they would die if they didn’t get food
soon. Mrs. Aiyona is a widow who felt
that way. She didn’t have enough food
to eat. She wasn’t strong enough to

farm a field of crops. But World Renew
helped Mrs. Aiyona by giving her the
food she needed to survive.

Mrs. Aiyona knows that God can
break down barriers to end hunger. Her
fear has turned to joy and thanksgiving.
She saw how God used World Renew
to help make “a path through the sea”
for her and gave her the support and
care she needed to move forward with
greater hope.

PRAYER

Dear God, you formed Red Sea water-
walls, making a path straight through!
Nothing is too hard for You. You hear the
widow’s prayer and always care. How
great You are! In Jesus’ nhame, amen.
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GIVING SUGGESTION

Count the different kinds of fruit and
vegetables you have in your fridge.
Put 25 cents into your bank for each
one. Talk about the many ways God
has provided for you.



DAY 3

The Walls Came Tumbling Down

So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them. (Genesis 1:27)

Walls are often built to keep some
people in and others out. Some walls are
good because they protect from danger.
Other walls hurt people because they
keep them out so they can’t enjoy the
good blessings that God provides.

When Joshua and the Israelites
came to Jericho, they saw that it was
surrounded by thick, high walls. But
walls like that weren’t and aren’t a
problem for our God! God gave Joshua
instructions about how the Israelites
were to march around the city for
seven days. On the seventh day, God
showed His power — the walls came
tumbling down!

Today, girls in many countries are
being kept outside by a wall. It’s not like
Jericho’s walls. It’s a wall that’s keeping
girls out of school — a wall that shouts,
“Girls aren’t worthy of an education!”

In Tanzania, most girls in farming
communities don’t go to school
because people believe it’s a waste
of money. Some girls only finish a few
grades. Also, many girls are forced to
marry when they are very young and to
have children.

Magreth Kimoga didn’t finish grade
school. She became pregnant and was
forced to leave home. She started a
life with the father of her child. God
blessed Magreth with five children. She
dreamed that her children would have
an education. But she didn’t have money
to pay school fees.

Magreth prayed to God. God
answered her prayers when World
Renew began to work with a group in
her community who taught women

how to set up their own businesses.
Magreth joined a tailoring class. She
saved enough to buy a sewing machine,
then opened a tailoring shop. And she
reached her goal! She’s able to provide
for her children and give them a gift she
never had — an education!

PRAYER

Dear God, You created both boys and
girls. Let all children prosper in your
wonderful world! In Jesus’ name, amen.
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GIVING SUGGESTION

How many girls are in your class at school
or any other group that you belong to?
Put 10 cents into your bank for each one.
Talk about the opportunities that girls
and boys you know have to learn, grow,
and serve God.



DAY 4
Forgetting, Then Remembering

When the Lord your God brings you into the land he swore to your fathers,
to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give you—a land with large, flourishing cities
you did not build, houses filled with all kinds of good things you did not provide,
wells you did not dig, and vineyards and olive groves you did not plant—
then when you eat and are satisfied, be careful that you do not forget the Lord,
who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. (DEuTERONOMY 6:10-12)

Did you ever forget to do something?
Maybe you forgot to feed your goldfish
or bring your lunch to school. Did you
ever forgot something more important,
like who your mom or dad, or other
caregiver is? I’'m guessing that you
haven't.

When God led his people Israel out of
slavery in Egypt to the Promised Land,
He commanded them not to forget Him
and that He is the Giver of all gifts.

Each day as God gives us all we need,
we might think that we deserve these
gifts. We might forget to thank God and
to care about people who are poor.

The best medicine for forgetting is
remembering — remembering to share
with others in need, to treat people
fairly, and to pray that God will give all
people enough to eat. Remembering is
one way to end hunger.

World Renew helps us to do this kind
of remembering by sharing stories of
people whose lives have been changed.
Here’s one.

In a village in Bangladesh, people
grew mostly rice. They didn’t
understand how different kinds of food
can help to make people healthier.

Anarkoli and her husband are poor
farmers who grew only rice. When
Anarkoli joined a women’s group led by
World Renew, she learned how to grow
different kinds of healthy food. She
understood that growing other crops
besides rice could help to build stronger

bodies. Anarkoli shared what she had
learned with her husband.

They worked hard in their field and
kitchen garden. At harvest time, they
were surprised to see how much food
they had grown.

Now Anarkoli and her family eat
vegetables regularly. They are getting
healthier!

PRAYER

Dear God, Help us to remember Your
goodness! Fill us with thanks and
gladness! All people need Your care. Help
us to share. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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GIVING SUGGESTION

Read Deuteronomy 6:10-12 at the
beginning of this devotional. What good
gifts did God give His people?

Put 25 cents into your bank for each one.



DAY 5
No Fences!

“When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your
field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. Leave them for the poor and for the
foreigner residing among you. | am the Lord your God.” (LEvITICUS 23:22)

Moms or dads, or other adults often
tell you to do something. Maybe you’ve
been told to brush your teeth or wash
your hands. Or maybe you’ve been told
to be kind and stand up for someone
who'’s being bullied.

Long ago, God gave His law to Israel.
The law showed them the way God
wanted them to live. If they followed His
way, everyone would be taken care of.

One of God’s laws was about caring
for poor people. God told farmers not
to reap everything in their fields, but
to leave enough behind so that poor
people could harvest it. That practice
was called gleaning. Gleaning was God’s
way of saying, “No fences! Don’t try
to keep poor people out of your field!
Welcome them!”

Many years later, after a time of
famine, Ruth and her mother-in-
law, Naomi, returned to Israel. God’s
gleaning law made it possible for Ruth
to harvest leftovers in Boaz’s field. Ruth
later married Boaz. Ruth became one of
Jesus’ ancestors. God’s gleaning law led
to goodness and gladness!

Today, World Renew is following
God’s command to welcome and help
needy people. In Guatemala, Alva Luz
Riviera Sandoval moved to a new village
to find a good plot of land on which to
plant a garden to feed her family. God
heard her prayers. She found land in
Chinatal. After she had lived there for
awhile, her neighbor invited her to come
to a World Renew program where she
could learn how to grow crops.

Now, she and her daughter-in-law,
Sheyla, work together in their garden.
They’ve grown enough food to feed
their family. They sell what they don’t
need to earn money to pay for other
things. They also teach their children
how to grow crops and show people
from their village what they have
learned about farming.

Today, obeying God'’s laws still leads
to goodness and gladness!

PRAYER

Dear God, your laws are good for us. In
you we trust. Help us to obey! We want
to follow your ways. In Jesus’ hame,

amen.
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GIVING SUGGESTION

Talk about ways you can use your hands
to care for people. Put 10 cents into your
bank for each one. Choose one of the
ways you talked about and do it!



WEEKEND ACTIVITY # 2

Thanksgiving Tour

God has filled our lives with His

goodness. One of His gifts to us is food.

It's important that we thank Him for it.
We thank God for our food when we
begin and end our meals.

Here’s a suggestion for another way
you can thank God for your food. Why
not take a thanksgiving tour of all the
places that your family shops for food?
Make it an outing with the entire family.
While you go from store to store, or to
the market, or a roadside stand, talk
about God’s goodness to you. Notice
which countries the food came from.
Talk about the people who harvested,
processed, or shipped the food.

At each location, why not buy
some food for your city food bank or
for someone you know who is having
a hard time affording food? Canned
goods are great, but, if possible, also
buy some fresh produce. Many food
banks are trying to give their clients a
healthier diet, including fresh fruit and
vegetables.

When you arrive home from
shopping, cook a meal together and
share it, thanking God for His gift of
food and for the people who worked
hard so you can enjoy it. Remember to
also pray for people who don’t have
enough food to eat.




DAY 6
Fighting Giants of Injustice

| know that the Lord secures justice for the poor
and upholds the cause of the needy. (psaLM 140:12)

Imagine that you enjoyed painting

a picture or building a sand castle.
Then, imagine that someone ripped
up your painting or stomped on your
sand castle. How would you feel? Sad?
Angry? Confused?

You have these feelings because
what was done to you and the things
you made was wrong. It was unjust.

God loves all He has made and
He commands that we treat it justly.
That means we need to treat people,
creatures, and all creation with love.
When we do that, everyone is blessed.

When the giant Goliath made fun
of God'’s people and of God, he was
treating them unjustly. God had chosen
the Israelites as His treasured people
through whose family line Jesus, our
Saviour, would be born.

Goliath was so mighty. Could anyone
stop him?

God could! He used David, a
shepherd boy, to kill Goliath. God’s
power broke barriers of injustice then
and still does today.

In Uganda, many people don’t have
enough to eat. One of the reasons is
that some husbands don’t treat their
wives in a way that God wants them
to. Husbands don’t help their wives to
farm and provide food for their families.
That’s what happened to Akumu who is
married to Darius.

Darius hunted animals, while Akumu
worked on their farm. When Darius
killed an animal, he sold most of the
meat and used the money to buy
alcohol. He didn’t like working on the
farm. Still, he made all the decisions.
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Darius often hurt Akumu. Each day
she faced giants of injustice. She and
her family became poorer and hungrier.

God fights giants of injustice today!
He breaks barriers to end hunger. God
used World Renew to teach Akumu
that when husbands and wives work
together, crops can be planted and
harvested for their family. Akumu shared
what she learned with Darius. Slowly, he
changed. Now Darius and Akumu work
together and grow enough food to feed
their family!

PRAYER

Dear God, You love all You have made.
Come to Your people’s aid! When they
suffer wrong, save them from injustice
and fill their lives with a new song! In
Jesus’ name, amen.
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GIVING SUGGESTION

Read 1 Samuel 17. How many stones did
David choose from the stream?

Put 25 cents into your bank for each
one. Talk about God'’s power at work in
David’s life and in yours.



DAY 7

Food Supplied in God’s Ways

He is the Maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them —
He remains faithful forever. He upholds the cause of the oppressed
and gives food to the hungry. (psaLM 146: 6-7)

God gives food to you and your family.
Your parents or another adult probably
buy food at a farmers’ market, grocery
store, roadside fruit and vegetable
stand, or grow it in their own garden. No
matter where you get your food, it's a
gift from God.

The amazing thing is that God isn’t
limited to our ways of doing things. He
doesn’t have to shop at a grocery store
or harvest a garden. He can give people
food and break barriers to end hunger in
whatever ways He chooses to.

When wicked King Ahab wanted
to kill the prophet Elijah, God told him
to hide in a ravine. Elijah didn’t have
to worry about what he would eat or
drink. God promised to supply water
from a brook and send ravens with
meat and bread to feed him. And God
was true to His word.

God still provides food for people
today. One way He does that is by
changing people’s thinking about how
they farm and which kinds of crops they
grow. That’s how God worked in Por
Ner’s life.

Por Ner lives with his family in the
country of Laos. He used to raise only
rice crops and opium to earn money to
pay for his family’s needs. Taking care
of the rice crops was very hard work
and growing opium is against the law.
So, Por Ner wanted to grow something
else and be a good example for others
in his village.

World Renew chose Por Ner and
others to learn how to grow cardamom,
which is used as a spice. Por Ner has

had many successful harvests and has
earned a good income. He’s been able
to purchase a pipe to bring water to his
new fishpond. He’s also planning to raise
ducks and pigs, and to plant fruit trees.

Now almost every family in Por Ner’s
village has followed his example and
planted cardamom!

PRAYER

Dear God, In whatever way you provide
food, we know it’s a gift from You! In
Jesus’ name, amen.
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GIVING SUGGESTION

Count the places where your family
gets food. Put 25 cents into your bank
for each one. Think of ways you can
share food with needy people in your
community.
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DAY 8

Helping Babies Jump Hurdles

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house
and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged
to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there,
the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn,
a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger,
because there was no guest room available for them. (LukEe 2:4-7)

Have you held a baby? Was the baby
able to prepare food to eat? Could the
baby earn money to buy groceries? Of
course not! That would be like asking a
baby to jump over hurdles, like athletes
do in sporting events.

Babies depend on adults to care
for them.

God sent Jesus into the world as a
baby. Jesus needed Mary and Joseph
to feed, clothe, and protect Him. Their
love and care gave Jesus a good head
start in life. Step by step, He grew up. He
became our Savior!

Today, every baby in the world
matters to God. Each one needs help
getting over hurdles, no matter if their
parents are rich or poor.

In Malawi, World Renew is changing
babies’ stories, including the story
of one-year-old Mercy Lemosi. In her
village, volunteer mothers trained by
World Renew care for other mothers
and their babies. They visit mothers
to make sure their babies are getting
enough food and proper care. They also
teach them how to grow different kinds
of food so the whole family will have
enough to eat.

Mercy started losing weight because
she was sick and wasn’t receiving
enough food. When a volunteer mother
visited Mercy’s parents, she talked
to them about the need to go to the
clinic to check Mercy’s growth and to
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immunize her against diseases. She

also encouraged them to participate

in a cooking club to learn how to make
nutritious meals. The parents listened to
the volunteer mother. After Mercy’s visit
to the clinic, she began to improve. Her
parents are thankful for the volunteer
mother’s help and advice!

PRAYER

Dear God, Thank You for caring for all —
big and strong, weak and small! In Jesus’

name, amen.

&

GIVING SUGGESTION

How many babies do you and your
family know? Put 25 cents into your
bank for each one. Talk about ways in
which God took care of you when you
were a baby.



DAY 9

Take Off the Blindfold

The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. (LUKE 4:18-19)

Children sometimes play a game called
blind man’s bluff. The person who is
“It” is blindfolded and needs to follow
the sound of the other players’ voices
in order to tag them. The blindfold is

a barrier that makes it difficult for the
person who is “It” to catch the others.

The blindfold used in the game is a
piece of fabric you can touch and see.

There are other kinds of blindfolds
that you can’t see and touch, but they
are real, too.

Jesus healed many people. One
day, He saw a man who had been born
blind. The disciples asked, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that
he was born blind?” The Jews at that
time thought that disabilities were a
punishment for sin.

Jesus’ answer showed that wasn’t
true: “Neither this man nor his parents
sinned, but this happened so that the
works of God might be displayed in
him.” (John 9:1-5)

Today, some people still believe that
disabilities are caused by people’s sin.
This blindfolds them to the truth that
God loves all people and has a plan
for each person’s life. This blindfold —
this way of thinking — is a barrier to
ending hunger.

In Bangladesh, World Renew is
helping people remove this blindfold.
Raton and Shamoli Biswas’s son,
Sokhesh, has a disability. At first, they
believed that his disability was caused
by their sin. That’s what people in their
village told them.

When Shamoli joined a group led
by World Renew, she understood that
Sokhesh’s disability wasn’t caused by
their sin, it's everyone’s responsibility
to include disabled persons in society,
and children with disabilities have
many abilities. Afterward, Shamoli felt
very happy!

World Renew also gave 80 female
goats to persons with disabilities
so they could earn money. Sokhesh
received a female goat. The goat gave
birth to two baby goats! Now Sokhesh
has a way to make money to save for
his future. He also has a wonderful job
— caring for the goats. Now he and his
family and others see his abilities!

PRAYER

Dear God, Thanks that You have a plan
for every boy, girl, woman, and man. In
Jesus’ name, amen.
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GIVING SUGGESTION

How many goats did World Renew give
away to persons with disabilities? Put 5
cents into your bank for each one.
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DAY 10

Pull Out the Weeds!

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. (MATTHEW 5:9)

At the beginning of these family
devotions, we learned that weeds are

a barrier when they take over a garden
and make it difficult for vegetables and
fruit to grow there. Gardeners who really
want healthy and large vegetables and
fruit spend time pulling out weeds so
sunlight and nutrients from the soil can
nourish them.

There are other kinds of weeds
besides the ones that grow in gardens.
You can’t see these weeds. They are
hidden in people’s hearts. But you can
see what happens when these kinds of
weeds are allowed to grow and no one
bothers to pull them out.

These weeds are called distrust,
anger, and hatred. When no one
pulls them out, they lead to fighting
between people.

Jesus saw the weeds in people’s
hearts. He knew what they needed.

He knows what we need today. We
need Him. He gives people peace with
God and with each other. He said that
peacemakers will be blessed. They will
receive God’s goodness and share His
gladness with others.

In India, there are groups of people
who have hated each other for many
years. They have different religions
and different customs. They thought
that was a good enough reason to hurt
each other. After one group mistreated
someone, the other would fight back by
doing something even worse. It meant
that the whole community could not
work at escaping hunger and poverty
because they couldn’t work together.

World Renew helped the people in
these communities learn about peace.
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Today, these two groups of people have
created a Peace Garden. They cleared a
plot of land and planted potatoes, garlic,
radish, tomatoes, and more. They were
surprised to discover that gardening
together also helped them to get to
know each other.

The Peace Garden helped to pull
out weeds of distrust and anger.
Now, instead of fighting, the two
communities have gathered a large crop
of vegetables. They have also reaped a
harvest of peaceful relationships!

PRAYER

Dear God, bring peace and love where

weeds of hatred grow till crops of food
and goodness overflow. In Jesus’ name,
amen.
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GIVING SUGGESTION

Read Matt. 5:1-12. How many groups of

people did Jesus mention? Put 25 cents
into your bank for each one. Talk about

why Jesus said each group is blessed.



WEEKEND ACTIVITY # 3

Peter Fish Maze

Help Peter Fish finding a way to the produce stand.
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DAY 11

Using Rope, With Love

A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you,
so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that
you are my disciples, if you love one another. (JoHN 13:34-35)

Have you ever skipped rope with your
friends? Have you swung on a rope
hanging from a tree or played tug of
war with a heavy rope? | hope you have.
Each is fun to do.

Sometimes when people talk about
caring for each other, they say they
are bound together with love. If you
wanted to picture that in your mind,
you might think of a large group of
happy and smiling people standing in a
circle holding on to an imaginary rope,
showing that they belong together.

Jesus commanded his disciples to
love each other as God loved them.
When they did that, anyone, who
watched them would know that they
were tied to Jesus. When they served
Jesus, it could mean only one thing.
They would care for other people, too,
and point them to God. It would be as if
they were throwing a rope, a lifeline, to
people to pull them into Jesus’ kingdom
of love and peace.

In Mozambique, World Renew trained
Matias Edisone Mongiaia to be a leader
in his community. Matias has a disability.
He has a deep concern for others in his
community who have disabilities. He’s a
leader who wants to show Jesus’ love.
And he did it once by using a real rope.

Matias’ neighbor has leprosy and is
blind. He gets around by pulling himself
along on his elbows. Matias asked the
people who run his village government
to construct a toilet for this man. The
village leaders agreed. Each gave some
supplies like bricks and wooden poles.
They also helped to build the latrine and
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tied a rope from inside the blind man’s
house to the latrine, so he could find his
way back and forth.

By providing a latrine and a guiding
rope, Matias made it possible for his
neighbor to practice better hygiene and
remain healthier. He helped to break
down a barrier in the man’s life.

PRAYER

Dear God, we are bound to you and to
each other, too. Open our eyes to see
the needs of others. Each is a sister or
brother. In Jesus’ name, amen.

.
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GIVING SUGGESTION

How many bathrooms do you have in
your home? Put 50 cents into your bank
for each one. Talk about the different
things you do to remain healthy.



DAY 12
Goodness, Groaning, and Growing

God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. (GENESIs 1:314)

Have you ever let out a groan? Maybe
you hurt yourself and groaned in pain.
Or someone told you a joke and you
groaned because it wasn’t funny. Maybe
you groaned because your mom told
you to do your chores and you didn’t
want to do them. Whatever the reason,
when people groan, usually everyone
around them hears it.

The Bible teaches us that when
God made the world, He saw what He
had made and it was very good. But
everything changed when Adam and
Eve sinned. Since that time, creation has
been groaning as if it were in the pains
of childbirth.

God cares about the groaning
creation. He loved the world so much
that He sent Jesus as our Savior. The
world is more than just people. The
world is the entire creation, the whole
cosmos. God loves it all. And He is
making everything new.

In Mali, Pastor Luka Dao has learned
what that means for life here and now.
World Renew taught him and other
participants to see how God cares about
the physical world today. They also
learned about how they can be part of
God’s plan to make all things new. For
example, on the last day of training, all
the participants dug holes and planted
52 moringa trees.

Pastor Luka Dao now has a deep
desire to care for the land and make
sure that his farming practices help the
soil and don’t hurt it. Besides being a
pastor, he plants acacia trees to earn a
living. These trees provide shea butter,
leaves, and honey for food. He also sells
these products so that he can pay for

his children’s healthcare and education.
Now, he also plans to start a family
market garden and grow zucchini, okra,
melon, maize, and papaya.

Pastor Luka Dao’s actions show that
he has heard the groans of creation and
has taken steps to love and care for it as
God wants him and all of us to do.

PRAYER

Dear God, all you have made is good!
Help us to take good care of your world.
In Jesus’ name, amen.

.

&

GIVING SUGGESTION

How many trees are in your yard, by
your apartment building, or in a park
near you? Put 25 cents into your bank
for each one. Talk about ways in which
trees show God'’s goodness to us.
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DAY 13
Climbing Mountains

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.
And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. (1 JoHN 3:16)

Have you ever seen majestic mountains
that seemed to touch the sky? They’re
amazing, aren’t they?

What if you had to cross those
mountains? Then they would be a
barrier! But, imagine that at the base of
the mountain, you discover a stairway
chiselled into its side. Crossing the
mountain now seems possible, doesn’t it?

Jesus taught His disciples to lay
down their lives for their friends. The
apostle John explained what that meant:
God wants us to share the good gifts
He’s given us with others who are in
need. When we do, we show that God’s
love lives in us.

Maybe that still seems like a hard
thing to do, like trying to climb a
mountain, but we can do it because of
Jesus. It’s as if Jesus chiselled a stairway
into the mountain and made a way for
us to climb it. He laid down His life for
us. We lay down our lives because of His
goodness and because He gives us the
strength to do so.

In Mali, Brehima is laying down his
life for his community. He attended a
World Renew program and learned to
read. When he read the Gospel of Luke,
his story changed! He met Jesus and
became a believer. He has worked with
World Renew staff to make sure that
people in his village are able to have the
rights to their land. When they get land
rights, it means that the land is theirs to
farm and they don’t have to worry about
someone taking it away so they have no
place to grow food.

Because of what he learned from
World Renew, Brehima was able to help
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some of his relatives, too. They lived

in another village and had not been
included in the distribution of the rice
fields. Brehima took all the proper steps
to make sure that his relatives were
treated in the right way and received
their land rights, so they too can
continue to grow food.

Years ago, Brehima might have
thought helping others get land rights
was an impossible mountain to climb.
But God used World Renew to provide a
way for Brehima to do so.

PRAYER

Dear Jesus, You lay down Your life for
all. Help us to hear Your call — to lay our
lives down, too, for You. In Jesus’ name,

amen.

&

GIVING SUGGESTION

How many boundaries make up the
place on which you live? Put 25 cents
into your bank for each one.



DAY 14
Swimming Upstream

The Lord is my shepherd, | lack nothing. He makes me lie down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul. (psaLM 23:1-34)

Swimming upstream against the current
of a fast-flowing river is hard work for

a person who isn’t a strong swimmer. It
can be a barrier to getting to where you
want to go. Swimming downstream and
letting the current carry you might be
easier, but it won’t be helpful if the river
is flowing in a direction that you don’t
want to go.

Jesus met many people who felt they
were swimming upstream. Their lives
were difficult because they faced many
barriers. Jesus, the Shepherd, cared
about each one.

One day, a woman who had been
bleeding for 12 years pushed through
the crowd to get near Jesus. The Jews of
that day believed that a person like her
was unclean because of her bleeding.
So, she wasn’t allowed to be with people
because they thought her uncleanness
would make them unclean, too. Can you
imagine how lonely she was?

The woman heard about Jesus’
healing power. She decided to swim
upstream against the current of
everyone’s thinking. She followed Jesus
and touched His cloak. She knew that
if only she touched Him, she would be
healed. And Jesus healed her!

Jesus is still our Shepherd today.

He still helps people swim upstream
against certain ways of thinking and
doing things so that they can lead
healthier lives.

In Uganda, Mama Jane Wanjiko swam
against the current of farming in the old
ways. With the help of World Renew,
she learned to farm in such a way that
she was able to grow crops even when

there wasn’t much rain. She spaced her
plants, put mulch around them, and
tilled the soil much less than before. Her
neighbors didn’t agree with the way she
was farming. When they saw that her
crops were healthier and more abundant
than theirs, they wondered if it was a
result of witchcraft.

Mama Jane Wanjiko didn’t let her
neighbors’ criticism stop her. She kept
on farming in the new way. She’s sure
that her neighbors can’t stop admiring
her garden. She has one goal — that
soon all her neighbors will farm in the
new way, too, so that everyone will have
enough to eat.

PRAYER

Dear Jesus, You shepherd us with Your
tender care. You spread Your goodness
everywhere. Thank you! In Jesus’ name,
amen.

&

&

GIVING SUGGESTION

Have you ever visited a farm? If so, put
25 cents into your bank for each one. If
not, how about making plans to visit a
farm near you? Talk about the ways in
which farmers provide for all of us.
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DAY 15
No Barriers!

Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. | saw the Holy City, the new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully
dressed for her husband. And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
“Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them.
They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.
He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning
or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” (rEv. 21:1-4)

These past weeks, you’ve met many
strong and courageous people from
countries throughout the world as
you’ve read these devotions. Each
person has broken some kind of barrier
to end hunger. Each one has also been a
wonderful part of World Renew’s story.
And you are a part of World Renew’s
story. You have listened to the stories
of how people’s lives have changed and
you have put money in your Peter Fish
bank to share with them.

Earlier, we learned that through
God’s riches shown to us in Jesus, God
is meeting the needs of the whole world.

Does that mean that there are no
more barriers for people to overcome?
Does it mean that, because you’ve put
money into your Peter Fish bank and
given it to World Renew for hungry
people, nothing more needs to be done?

Of course not! There are still many
people who need encouragement and
help to break barriers to end hunger.

But, one day, that will change! Can
you imagine a day like that? What would
it be like to live in a world where there
is no hunger, pain, tears, war, or barrier
of any kind to keep people from being
whole and well? It’s hard to imagine,
isn’t it? But it’s something to look
forward to, more than any Christmas
present. Actually, it will be the greatest
Christmas present ever because Jesus
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Christ will come back on the clouds
of heaven, just as He promised. He
will make everything new through His
unlimited riches!

PRAYER

Dear Jesus, our hearts are filled with the
hope of new birth! We wait for You to
bring the new heaven and earth! In Jesus’

name, amen.

&

GIVING SUGGESTION

What special Christmas presents have
you received in the past? Put 25 cents
into your bank for each one. Talk about
what life might be like when Jesus
returns and there are no more barriers.



Peter Fish Swims On

For the past 15 days, you’ve read about
people who are breaking barriers to end
hunger. And you’ve been putting money
in your Peter Fish bank to share with
them. Your gifts will be used to help
people to continue to improve their lives
with the help of World Renew. Please
remember to return your Peter Fish
bank to your church for your deacons to
collect. Thanks for caring and sharing!

In the next few weeks, why not think
of ways that you as a family can raise
money to continue to support the work

of World Renew? Could you have a bake
sale or a garage sale, and donate the
proceeds to World Renew? What about
asking friends to give a gift to World
Renew instead of giving you a birthday
or Christmas present? Or, what about
joining World Renew’s Free a Family
Program? Visit our website,
worldrenew.net/faf, to learn more details.

Whatever you decide to do, World
Renew thanks God for your generosity!
God is showing His love for the world
through you!

—_—
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